Eye-Spy Wildlife Spotters Score Sheet
Mine Woods Winter Walk 
Robin

You often hear a robin before seeing it!

Listen ….for a sweet high-pitched whistle. This is a robin warning other robins to keep off their patch.

EYE-SPY…..a small brown bird with bright orangey-red breast.
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Max Score
 10
My Score 
………………………………………………………………………………………..
Grey Squirrel
 Grey squirrels from North America have replaced native red squirrels in much of Scotland. In winter you may see a wild courtship chase through the tree tops. Baby squirrels (kittens) are born in a nest or dray close to the trunk high up in a tree.
EYE-SPY … grey-brown fur, ears without hair-tufts and big fluffy tail.
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Max Score 
15
My Score 
If you are lucky enough to see a red squirrel score an extra 25 points!

Max Score   25

My Score
……………………………………………………………………………………………….

Great Tit
These colourful birds nest in holes in trees and also like nest boxes.

Listen … for a loud “teacher, teacher, teacher “ song as early as December.

EYE-SPY… black cap, bright yellow breast with bold black stripe.
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Photo by Rudi Debruyne

Max Score 
10     My Score 
Roe Deer

You will often see roe deer in small family groups but when they spot you they will bound away, often leaping high in the air.

EYE-SPY… glossy brown coat and big white patch under the tail. The males have small horns.
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Picture by Derek Bilton
Max Score
15
My Score
EYE-SPY… tree trunks or branches where deer have gnawed off the bark for food.

Max Score   10

My Score 
……………………………………………………………………
 Beautiful Beech Trees

At the top of Coppermine Path you will find some of the BIGGEST beech trees in the wood.

EYE-SPY

Smooth greyish bark

Twigs with long pointy buds

Spikey seed cases and shiny 3-sided seeds (beech mast) under the tree.
What do you think eats the mast?
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Max Score   10

My Score
…………………………………………………………………………………………….
Bird Food

Berries and seeds are very important for birds to feed on during the cold weather.

EYE-SPY… prickly hawthorn trees or hedges with bunches of red berries or “haws”
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Max Score   5
    My Score
How many other plants can you spot that have bird food on them?

Score 5 bonus points for every sort

……………………………………………………

……………………………………………………

…………………………………...................

…………………………………………………..

My Bonus Score



Winter Visitors
In winter flocks of redwings and fieldfares (sorts of thrushes) from Northern Europe and Scandinavia migrate to Scotland where it is a bit warmer and there is more food. You may see lots of them on trees and bushes gobbling berries.

EYE-SPY …Fieldfares – big birds with a pale grey back and orangey speckly breast.
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    Photo courtesy of Summerhill Bird Club

Max Score   15

My Score
EYE-SPY…  Redwings  - blackbird-size with rusty-red colour along their sides and a pale stripe over the eye.
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      Photo courtesy of Summerhill Bird Club


Max Score   15

My Score
Ouch !!

Some plants like the Dog Rose have fierce prickles to stop animals eating them and to help them climb .

EYE-SPY…rose stems with backwards-pointing thorns scrambling through hedges. You can tell a rose by the bright red fruits or hips.
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Max Score   5

My Score


Can you spot other plants with thorns or spines?

Clues:  B - - - - - E ,      G - - - -          TH - - - - -   ,
           H - - - Y

Score 5 bonus points for every one you see.

My Bonus Score

Tree Roots

Tree roots spread under the ground as far as the branches spread overhead.

EYE-SPY a fallen tree with its roots out of the ground.  Measure the spread of the roots.  How big a root system can you find?

Up to 3 metres (big strides)
Max score
5

Up to 5 metres


Max score
10

Up to 15 metres


Max score
15


My Score

The Copper Mine

Running through the rocks under these woods are layers (veins or seams) rich in copper ore. The ore was smelted in a furnace to give copper which was used to make coins such as the bawbees minted in Stirling for the coronation of Mary Queen of Scots in 1543.
EYE-SPY… the entrance to the Mine. This is protected by a metal gate as the old mine is now dangerous. Can you shout down the mine shaft to hear the echo?
Look for the seams of white and black copper -containing rock running parallel in the roof of the entrance.
Max Score   10

My Score


If you have time, walk up the path marked on the map to the old spoil heap where all the waste from the mine was dumped and search for little pieces of copper ore.

EYE-SPY…stones with green malachite ore.
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Max Score   15

My Score






Toadstools on Wood
Toadstools are the above- ground part of a vast network of fungal strands which invade dead wood and digest (eat) it. The toadstool has either long thin gills or tiny round pores where millions of microscopic spores (sort of seed) are made.

EYE-SPY… toadstools growing on old tree stumps or on the trunk of dead or dying trees.
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What colour were the ones you found?  ……………………………………………………..

Did they have gills or pores? …………………………………………..

Max Score   15

My Score

Lichen Pixie Cups
Lichens are a strange mixture of 2 sorts of organism – a fungus and a tiny green plant (alga). They grow on old walls, trees, banks etc  and can have lots of different shapes – flat, crusty, leafy, spiky,cup-like , and colours  - grey, green, orange, black .

EYE-SPY… tiny grey-green “pixie” cups on a stalk like a wine glass.
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Max Score   15


My Score
Can you spot any other sort of lichen?
Score 5 bonus points for every different sort.
………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………

 My Bonus Score





































































Picture by Petr Kratochvil


















































